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HADDONFIELD ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION/SUSTAINABLE HADDONFIELD 
MONTHLY MEETING 

 
Tuesday, March 15, 2016 
7:30 p.m. Borough Hall 

 
MINUTES 

 
ATTENDEES 
 
EC/SH – Tom Vecchio, Kerenza Reid, John Stokes (Planning Board), Val Kaselaan, Doug Campbell, Anna 
Hermes, Mike Tyler, Lara Barrett 
 
HMHS – Hamna Khalid, Megan Mansfield 
 
Citizen – Tina Solak 
 
REGULAR AND ONGOING ACTIVITIES 
 
Roll Call, Introductions and Guests  - Tom Vecchio 
 
Review and approve meeting minutes from February meeting 
February’s minutes were approved without revisions. 
 
Earth Day activities and plans – Lara Barrett 

The EC/SH Earth Day event is April 23 in Kings Court! There will be several activities for the 
event, including: live bluegrass music, boat building, workshops (rain barrel demonstration at 
noon). There will not be a parlet this year, though the planning committee is reaching out to 
nurseries for interest. 

 
The planning team designed a flyer for the event, and there will be a press release once 
everything is confirmed. A list will be circulated for volunteers to help throughout the day. 

 
ACTIONS: 
Members should keep an eye out for the sign up sheet to volunteer during the Earth Day event. 

 
Land Use Committee Update 

Land Use Recommendation Projects 
Lara Barrett sent information out to the landscaping group, and met with Robin from the Shade 
Tree Commission as well as Bill Polise. Lara is compiling a native species list, and then Robin and 
Bill will help write up the information. Al Masullo will also help develop the landscaping 
recommendations, and provide information on plant availability. 
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Doug Campbell said that the solar group met with Joe Bonaparte from SolarCity. There are 
three types of solar systems pertinent to Haddonfield. Mark Rusk (?) will provide guidance for 
the historic district. The National Alliance of Preservation Commissions also provides 
guidelines. Next, the group will talk to the community for their interests and will summarize 
the information for recommendations. The group will also talk to Steve Walko for electrical 
inspections information. The group is interested in finding out whether Haddonfield could 
help fund some solar projects. 
 
Anna Hermes said that the stormwater group had an initial meeting, and will meet with Steve 
Walko and Todd Day in early April to learn more about what the town already has in terms of 
stormwater practices. 

 
Bancroft Redevelopment Update 
The Planning Board is going to recommend the Bancroft redevelopment plan to the 
commissioners, which they will address next week. The developers plan to purchase and settle 
the property by the end of June. The redevelopment plan includes residential, open space, 
public use, and professional office space. The residential components will be on the Cherry Hill 
side of Hopkins, and will include townhouses, mid-rise multifamily flats, and combined 
housing. The housing is supposed to be targeted for seniors, and units were decreased to 
2000 sq ft and less than 3 bedrooms. A certain percentage will have master bedrooms on the 
first floor. The open space component will be nice, and the High School side of the property 
will be for public use. The open space elements are to be determined, but there will be a 
sustainability assessment prior to development. The redeveloper was tasked with steps to 
incorporate sustainable practices. 

 
Sustainable Jersey Recertification 

A member mentioned that in order to get points for the Tree Protection Ordinance, the town 
would have to create a specific ordinance related to Tree Protection. This is an example of 
several actions for which the town already complies with, but the action needs re-labeling for 
points. Val Kaselaan reached out to Hutchinson to research heating efficiency information. 
There will be an evening seminar for public information, and Val will aim to set this up to 
coincide with the Earth day festivities. 
 

Newsletter and Social Media 
Members should continue to send information to Kerenza and Lara to post on Facebook. 
Similarly, let them know the details for any workshops coming up.  

 
Complete Streets Update  

The Complete Streets group had another meeting. Sharon is going to draft a Complete Streets 
policy. The meeting included the engineer, police, and Sustainable Haddonfield for discussions. 
Priorities between groups were similar. Pedestrian access and safety is a concern, e.g. safer drop 
off and pickup areas and school routes. A key priority of the meeting was to identify key routes 
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into Patco, including bikes. The group is also concerned with how decisions are made during 
repairs, maintenance, and reconstruction. The final product is still fuzzy. 
 
John Stokes asked how much bike commuting occurs at Patco. The hope is to encourage more 
bike commuting, but the Complete Streets program will also need support from Patco. The team 
discussed using a survey to find out public interest in biking. This could potentially be conducted 
through social media, but the policy development probably will not wait. 

 
Doug Campbell expressed concern about signage at crosswalks. Tom Vecchio said that the police 
officer at the meeting pointed out that pedestrians do not have the right-of-way, contrary to 
how many pedestrians act. The crosswalk issue involves public education and outreach. Doug 
said that there are options to have signs and LED lights that would be more visible to drivers to 
warn them of pedestrian crossings. 
ACTION: Members should let Tom know if they know of any problem areas or areas of concern 
for Complete Streets (including concerns from neighbors/friends/etc.).  
 

HMHS Student Projects 
HMHS students should contact Bert Cossaboon for project ideas and follow up. 

 
Green Business Update 

None at this time. 
 
OTHER ITEMS 
 
Tri County Sustainability Alliance volunteer 

A volunteer is still needed to attend the Tri-County Sustainability Alliance events. 
 
Plastic Bag Use 

The Collingswood Farmers market is interested in eliminating plastic bag use. 
 
Next meeting – April 19, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
ADJOURN 
This meeting adjourned at 8:26 PM. 


